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Weekly Update From The Principal
Dear Parents, Guardians & Pupils

This would mean not
being able to study
On the 24th of September 2020, we enjoyed a Public further in 2021. No
Holiday, „Heritage Day‟. Part of our heritage that
one wants to lose a
we are really proud of is our constitution. One of
year, so I am adding
our parents, Vanessa September, is the CEO of the
my voice in
Constitution Hill Trust. The Trust has released an
encouraging the
online exhibition that tells the story of the making
Matrics to not go out in large groups
of our constitution and the process of birthing our
of friends partying during the
democratic nation.
holidays.
I encourage you to look at it. I have included a
short two- minute animated movie that tells the
history of our struggle for a constitution starting in
1908. The link is
https://ourconstitution.constitutionhill.org.za/
Matric Final Exams
This week we put out a special newsletter about
the „super spreader‟ Corona virus event at the
Claremont Club, Tin Roof.
The Superintendent General of Education in the
Western Cape, Mr Schreuder, has added his
comments to admonish the Matrics to be wise
about what they do in their free time (see at the
end of this newsletter). Being infected or exposed
to COVID at this critical time of writing their final
exams is very foolish. The earliest that
supplementary exams will be written is June 2021.
To help teachers be fair and consistent, there are
four levels of offense, from mild to the most
serious, level 1 to 4. Level 4 offenses would need to

The School Disciplinary Process
Recently we have had some question
around the disciplinary procedure
that the school follows when there
has been an infringement of our
Code of Conduct. So it may be useful
to go through it briefly in this
newsletter.
So let‟s start with the offence and
how serious it is. If a pupil has not
done their homework the subject
teacher can punish them according to
their own „class code‟ of conduct.
Some teachers may give writing out,
others a warning, etc.
On the other hand, if a pupil is
disruptive the teacher may refer to
the Schools Code of Conduct and
place them in detention. Our Code
of Conduct has a set of rules, and

be brought before a governing body disciplinary
hearing. Once this has been decided the South
African Schools Act is very prescriptive in the
procedure that needs to be followed to allow the
process to be fair to everyone, and for a person not
be presumed guilty before the hearing.
The procedure also involves a time frame, so
everyone has enough time to prepare for the
hearing. The „hearing‟ is made up of teachers and
parent governors, with the parents chairing the
hearing. To be fair, the hearing needs to „hear‟ the
case for the first time when they sit. So when there
is a lot of traffic on social media, it can jeopardise
the fairness of the process.
In the hearing, once the charges are read the pupil
is asked to plead. If they plead guilty, then there is
really no need to call witnesses to make a case
against the pupil. So at that point the hearing can
hear evidence in mitigation and then decide on a
sanction.
In the event that the sanction is a call for expulsion,
the governors have to request the Head of
Education to do this. The school cannot expel a
child.
Also only if the school can convince the WCED
that the child poses a risk to other pupils can they
be suspended, subject to the decision from the
Head of Education to expel.
Some of the principles that guide our discipline
process at school are:

then types of infringements and
possible consequences.
1. Innocent until proven guilty
2. Everyone has a right to be heard
at the hearing
3. The process must be
procedurally fair
4. Where possible, the school must
apply restorative justice
At present we are doing a review of
our Code of Conduct. It was last
reviewed in 2013, and needs some
updating.
4th Term Final Exams –
Grades 8 to 11
The exams for the Grade 8‟s to 11‟s
will start on the 18th of November
and carry on until the 4th of
December. The timetable for these
exams will be published at the start
of next week.
A reminder, there will be normal
school next week from Monday to
Thursday. On Friday, we will be
holding a Valedictory Ceremony
for the Grade 12’s and do not
want the other pupils on campus,
please.
Continue to take care and keep safe.
Have a good weekend.
Warm regards
David de Korte
PRINCIPAL

NEWS IN GENERAL
Camps Bay Primary School
Welcomes New Principal
Camps Bay Primary School is pleased to welcome their
new Principal, Mr Chris Storey, who joined the school
from 1 October 2020.
Says Camps Bay Primary School‟s School Governing Body
Chairperson, Mr Chris Loker, “Mr Storey joins us after 13
years as Principal of Somerset House, an independent
school in Somerset West where he drove the strategy for
the regeneration of the school, encompassing staff
restructuring, transformation, curriculum development,
ICT and learner leadership. This resulted in the school
being recognised as a top performing school by the IEB benchmark system. He also led an
urban renewal plan which involved the building or renovation of almost every building on the
campus”.
Adds Loker, “We hope to offer Mr Storey an environment that is open to his new and
alternative education solutions that will enable him to be the change agent that can take
Camps Bay Primary School to the next level of accomplishment across all spheres”.
Camps Bay Primary School is an English-medium neighbourhood primary school for the
children of the Atlantic Seaboard, Hout Bay and the Cape Town City Bowl areas. The school
follows the South African CAPS system and caters for students in Grades R – 7. Camps Bay
Primary School is the main feeder school to Camps Bay High School.
Camps Bay High School‟s Principal and current National President of SAPA (South African
Principals Association), Mr Dave de Korte, is excited to have Mr Storey join the Camps Bay
Schools family.
Says de Korte, “Mr Storey is the perfect fit for the Primary School. His calm and warm
leadership style is in keeping with the family nature of the school. I have no doubt that under
his visionary leadership, the school will be going to the next level as a safe and caring place of
excellent educational experiences”.
Says Storey, “I am really excited about being here. From the first moment I walked into this
school, I felt like this is a special place. I am passionate about making sure that school is a
happy place for children, where they can learn in a relevant way, leaving them equipped to
deal with their present and manage their futures successfully”.
World Homeless Day
With the 10th of October 2020 being World Homeless Day, CBCSI, Camps Bay
Community Police Forum and Community Who Cares invites you to take part in the Shoe
Donation Drive for October 2020 by kindly donating a pair of shoes to one of their newly
selected CBCSI Community Stewards. You can donate shoes throughout the month of
October.

To donate a pair of shoes:


Please contact Theresa via WhatsApp on 083-658-6020



Theresa will help to select the name/shoe size of a CBCSI Community Steward for
you to give a pair of shoes to



Collection/delivery of your donation will be arranged (NB collection only available in
Camps Bay)



Alternatively, financial donations are also welcome.

The donated shoes will be giving to all Stewards by the end of month in celebration of their
successful appointment, and as an acknowledgement and thank you for their commitment to
the Blue Team initiative.

RAK WEEK
Bread Buddies
As part of Camps Bay High School's Interact Society RAK
(Random Acts of Kindness) Week activities, the team hosted
a "Bread Buddies" at school and made sandwiches in their
break time. The sandwiches were added to what the
volunteers Ladles of Love's Camps Bay Community make on
a daily basis.
If you would like to get involved with Ladles of Love Camps Bay Community, volunteers are
most welcome. You can find the Ladles of Love Camps Bay Community in the building in
Clifton Fourth Beach parking lot, every day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

RAK WEEK
Raffle Competition
The winner of “Guess the Amount of Gumballs”
is Gomolemo Mphofu with a count of 350!
MS DREW'S GRADE TENS CLEAN UP
MAIDEN'S COVE
One of the benefits of going to school at Camps Bay High School is having the ocean on
your doorstep! The Grade 10 English classes have been doing reflective nature writing all
week and after finishing watching My Octopus Teacher, Ms Drew's class felt inspired to
clean up Maiden's Cove, which is a short five-minute walk from the school.

ALUMNI NEWS:
Prince Chirwa Hosts Free Career Workshop
Camps Bay High School Alumnus, Prince Chirwa, will be hosting
a FREE Zoom Workshop entitled, "What's Next Career
Network".
The workshop tackles issues around What is Next in the midst
of Covid-19.
Prince Chirwa describes himself as a young professional
advocate, motivational speaker, Career Coach, successful
hotelier and leader in business.
Says Chirwa, "This is a must for all students and young
professionals. 2020 has taken many by surprise... We can truly
say times have changed and are still changing, so why aren't
we?” The workshop will help you stay ahead and be prepared,
assisting you to advance your career.
The workshop takes place via Zoom on Monday, 19 October 2020 at 6 p.m.
Register via email - enlighteming.link@outlook.com or on Facebook at:
https://fb.me/e/3Q8DbftXL

CAMPS BAY HIGH BOOK CLUB
This week‟s attached book review by Matric student, Francois Kemp, on “World War Z”
by author Max Brooks. (see further down)

IN CLOSING – THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday, 19th October (Day 4)

Grades 12, 11, 10 & 9 at school in uniform
Grade 12 Final Life Orientation Exam

Tuesday, 20th October (Day 5)

Grades 12, 11, 10 & 8 at school in civvies

Wednesday,21st October (Day
6)

Grades 12, 11, 10 & 9 at school in uniform
Matric Awards Afternoon
(by invitation only)
Grade 12 Final CAT Practical

Thursday, 22nd October (Day 7)

Grades 12, 11, 10 & 8 at school in civvies
(Last day of school for Grade 8’s to 11’s)

Friday, 23rd October

Last day of Term
Valedictory Service for Matrics
(only Matrics to be at school on this day)

Don't judge World War Z by its cover - or its title,
which makes it sound like a cheap, shallow zombie thriller.
The first clue to this book's true brilliance is in the subtitle:
An Oral History of the Zombie War. The book is made up of a
series of interviews with survivors of a zombie plague which
threatened the whole world ten years ago.
The interviewees come from different countries and backgrounds, and the narrative
unfolds piece-by-piece as we hear their stories, which are roughly arranged to reflect the
different 'phases' of the zombie war.
As a zombie thriller, the individual stories are gripping, intense and satisfyingly macabre;
but World War Z is more than the sum of its parts. The book integrates elements of realworld history, which inspired me to dive into Wikipedia and learn more about topics such
as the India-Palestine conflict and the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Although the main
premise is absurd, Max Brooks effectively humanises his characters and manages to
make the stories emotionally powerful, even touching - quite a feat, considering the
unusual interview format. Viewed together, the character’s individual agendas and
backgrounds - from conniving capitalists seeking to make a quick buck off the panicking
masses, to terrified soldiers and ordinary citizens - serve as a terrifying parable, a
representation of humanity facing a never-before-seen crisis (parallels to the coronavirus
crisis are easily-found, even though World War Z was written in 2006).
The overall theme of World War Z, which explores topics such as religion, morality in
desperate situations, environmentalism, politics, and capitalism's response to crisis, is
unclear - the narrator does not condemn or support any specific characters or their
views. I recommend you read it and let me know what you think! Anybody who enjoys
dystopian/apocalyptic fiction or horror (or is willing to try something new), and can
handle fairly intense descriptions of violence and gore, should definitely give World War Z
a read.
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TO: Principals and Teachers of Public Schools
(For information: School Governing Bodies)
(For information: Independent Schools)
Dear Colleagues
AWARENESS AROUND COVID-19 RISKS FOLLOWING OUTBREAK IN THE SOUTHERN SUBURBS
Yesterday, Premier Alan Winde issued a statement regarding the emergence of new Covid-19
clusters and shared a case study to demonstrate how the public’s failure to follow the health
and safety protocols can have very serious consequences.
Recently, the WCDH was alerted to a cluster of infections in the Southern Suburbs of Cape Town,
emanating from a social event at a night club not related to school, which has affected some
of our learners. The contact tracing teams identified 63 cases linked to one venue. 37 of these
cases are matric learners from public and independent schools. The schools are liaising with
health officials and ensuring that the necessary protocols are followed, and that parents and
learners at the school have been informed.
What has transpired is extremely unfortunate and we wish these learners well. However, it is also
a very clear and grim warning that we cannot let our guards down in terms of adhering to safety
protocols and behaviours both within and outside our schools. By not adhering to protocols, our
learners are putting themselves, their families and friends at risk.
It is therefore critical that we continue to emphasise to all our educators, staff and learners,
regardless of their age, that they must continue to behave in a responsible manner.
Please emphasise the following golden rules:
•
Always wearing a mask
•
Maintaining social distancing
•
Avoiding large gatherings where there is poor ventilation
Lower Parliament Street, Cape Town, 8001
Tel: +27 21 467 9280
Safe Schools: 0800 45 46 47

Private Bag X9114, Cape Town, 8000
Employment and salary enquiries: 0861 92 33 22
www.westerncape.gov.za

•

Washing hands regularly.

While the very thought of contracting or further spreading this virus should put any person on
alert, there are other consequences as well. It can result in the further disruption of schooling
and missing class lessons, assessment tasks and examinations.
For a Grade 12 learner the implications of missing a National Senior Certificate (NSC)
examination are enormous. Should a candidate test positive for COVID-19, they will not be
allowed access into examination venues and will not be allowed to sit for an examination for a
10-day period or until confirmation is received from a medical practitioner. This means that the
candidate will only be able to complete their NSC in June 2021 (if that examination does indeed
take place – as you know, it was cancelled this year due to Covid-19 lockdown). Given that we
are just weeks away from the NSC examinations – is any social event worth it?
Our learners need to understand that the short-term benefits of a social event, be it a party,
close contact sports event or a large family gathering, could have dire consequences. As the
WCDH has warned, the best defence to this virus is our behaviour and therefore we need to
ensure that we all take personal responsibility for our behaviour both in and out of school. I call
on all parents to play a constructive and responsible role in the lives of their children and to
support all our learners in staying healthy by avoiding unnecessary exposure at social events
outside school hours.
We have gone through so much this year. We have all worked so hard to try and keep our
learners safe at school. I believe the efforts made by our schools in adhering to safety protocols
has contributed to minimal multiple infections within schools. The behaviour seen at schools
needs to be extended to outside the school gate.
While the “super spreader” event in the Southern Suburbs is a lesson for all of us regarding our
continued behaviour, it is also a clear alarm that this virus is still very much with us.
I wish you all the very best as you prepare for the final rounding off of the year. I hope that all
parents will support us in this difficult context.
Yours sincerely

BK SCHREUDER
HEAD: EDUCATION
DATE: 14 October 2020
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