Newsletter #19 2020
Friday, 22 May 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians,
I have decided to do the opening to this newsletter in a video format. Please see link below:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RgioIac_OvkqCo5Lkriif_QF40o82OyE/view?usp=sharing
For those who might have any difficulty in opening the video, below is a summary of my address.
I am sure after listening to the news and constant updates by the World Health Organisation, the reality is the COVID-19
pandemic is going to be with us for a while still. As we know, the worst is still to come with predictions of us only peaking
around July/August at this point.
Overall statistics have proven so far that children are the least vulnerable and if they do become infected they either present
with mild symptoms’ or are “A” symptomatic.
As the country goes to Level 3 on the 1st of June, it coincides with the return of school and the reality of this is that the
infection rate will increase. It is impossible to be 100% safe. With no vaccine available for a while to come, we can only
practice the hygienic standards that have been set out by the WHO and our National Government.
I can assure you that we are going to be implementing stringent safety and hygienic protocols. The beginning of this week
started off with the return of the school’s Executive, Support Staff and General Workers on Monday, where we have been
very busy preparing for the return of the teachers this coming Monday.
We have put screening protocols into practice which we will keep refining so that we will be 100% ready for the Matrics
return on the 1st of June. We have our temperature sensors, masks, sanitisation products, as well as a registered nurse, who
will be assisting us with screening for the first few weeks.
We will be following the Department’s guideline by only 50% capacity at the school, which we will explain to you in finer
detail closer to the time.

Academic programme
On Monday we will be reviewing our five weeks of on-line learning and we will be “upping our game” in terms of how we
have been approaching on-line learning after feedback we have been receiving, and the experience we have gained on what is
and what is not working.
I would like to at this point, speak briefly on two phrases that are floating around now. The one is “home schooling” and the
other is “schooling from home”.
Let me define these:
Home Schooling: This is where parents take upon the complete control of schooling your child. Your child will be deregistered from Camps Bay High School. You would then have to register your child for home schooling with the WCED
and inform them of the Academic Curriculum your child will be following. You can at any point be inspected by the Circuit
Manager of the WCED to see if you have the facilities to do home schooling and that the Academic Curriculum is being

followed. Should you decide at some point to come back into the public schooling system, you would have to re-apply at the
school, and go through an application process. Re-acceptance cannot be guaranteed or places reserved.
Schooling at Home – You stay registered at Camps Bay High School, as you have been during lock-down. Your child
receives the work on-line with the teachers still managing and setting assignments, and feedback is given when and where
necessary.
The SMT had a long meeting this morning, as to what is going to happen going forwards with regard to schooling at home.
We are aware that there may be some Matric pupils and other learners who have co-morbidities and cannot come back, or
perhaps you as a parent are too nervous for their return, or there could even be family member/s who are at high risk. We
do recognise this and as we start face to face schooling again, we still offer the on-line teaching at home.
There are some issues we have not solved when it comes to online learning:
1.

What we do about Assessments?

2.

What do we do about Promotions?

The Department of Education is aware of these issues too and will be giving us guidelines, which we will advise you of once
we have received them.
We do want to assure you that we are incredibly invested in the academic success of each and every child, and we will move
“heaven and earth” to bring everyone up to speed. We will focus on each and every learner, and no one will be left behind.
In closing. We cannot give you a 100% assurance that your child will be completely protected from the COVID-19 virus
while at school, just as any grocery store or any public place cannot give you that assurance either. We can give you the
assurance that we will make every possible effort in screening, sanitisation and general cleaning. For example, after every
lesson, each chair and desk in the classroom will be cleaned. Everyone will be required to sanitise their hands upon entry into
the classroom and on their exit. There will be cleaning throughout the day of general areas and toilets, and signage around
the school regarding safe hygienic practices.
However, every child does need to take control of their own hygiene and health, in terms of wearing masks, washing hands
regularly, not sharing equipment, observing social distancing and following the safety and hygienic protocols that we will be
laid out by the school. Please do have these conversations with your child.
We look forward to having the Matrics back on campus and the rest of the Grades once allowed.

CLOTHING SHOP
Our objective is to ensure that we do not contribute negatively to the spread of the Coronavirus at school. With this in
mind, we are implementing several precautionary measures to keep everyone on our campus safe.
Please see COVID-19 protocols below:


From 1 June, the shop will open to parents by appointment only;



Parents should e-mail Mrs. Miller in the Uniform shop at cshop@campsbayhigh.co.za with a list of uniform items
needed. An appointment will be made to collect the uniform;



The idea is that parents are not on campus and in the shop at the same time as learners (e.g. before and after
school, breaks);



You will not be allowed on campus without a face mask;



When you arrive, please identify yourself via the intercom at the front gate. Your appointment will be verified.
Please park at the shop's entrance;



At the entrance, your temperature will be checked and recorded and your hands sanitised. If your temperature is 38
degrees or more, you will not be allowed to enter;



To ensure safe social distancing, only one person at a time will be allowed in the shop;



Once you have cleared the checks and collected your uniform, please leave the campus immediately;



We encourage you to pay via EFT to minimise contact. However, Snapscan and card payments are available in the
shop.

As we start practising the new protocols, we expect some tweaks to arise. We will communicate with you as soon as
anything changes. Please be patient and bear with us - this is new to us all.

FOOD RELIEF FUND
Thank you to all the Camps Bay families who have already contributed so generously to the Food Relief programme we have
been running for our families in need.
We have been issuing food parcels and vouchers to vulnerable learners and their families every two weeks from the start of
lockdown. We dispatched 55 of these vouchers this past week and our funds have now run dry.
We would love to continue to support these families in need, so if you are able to assist, we would be most grateful, as
would those families receiving your assistance.
The school budget is placed under enormous pressure as more and more families battle with their changed financial
circumstances. If you are financially secure and still receiving your salary, please consider donating to one of our own in need.
R250-00 will help to feed one of our families for a week but we will be grateful for any donation - no matter how big or
small.

LADLES OF LOVE NEEDS OUR HELP
Thank you to everyone who continues to help Ladles of
Love with their food drive. It is a great way for learners to
get involved and complete community service hours. For
your convenience, you can drop off at any of these points:
CAMPS BAY - Camps Bay Continental - Tuesday,
Thursdays and Sundays between 10:00 and 11:30
SEA POINT & SURROUNDS - The Health Team,
129 Beach Road, Mouille Point between 09:00 and 10:00
on Tuesdays and Fridays
CITY BOWL - Marianthi Dickie between 09:00
and 10:00 on Tuesdays and Fridays contact marianthi@voiceworks.co.za,
HOUT BAY - Lisa Sarnitz between 09:30 and 10:30
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
– contact +27 (74) 563-3505

CAMPS BAY'S GOT TALENT
Camps Bay High School's RCL is trying to keep up spirits
and is hosting the annual Camps Bay's Got Talent on
social media.
Entries are open to any students in Grades 8 - 12 and
close next Friday, 29 May 2020.

WE NEED YOUR
SPRAY BOTTLES!
Please keep your empty spray bottles for us we need them for sanitizer. Either drop off
when you return to school or arrange with Mrs
Murray to drop at reception between 09h00
and 14h00, Monday to Friday.

CAMPS BAY HIGH SCHOOL
BOOK CLUB
Please see the attached book review below on
The Japanese Lover by author Isabel Allende, on
the following page

BOOK OF THE WEEK
The Japanese Lover – Isabel Allende
I am sure a lot of readers are familiar with this
Chilean-American author and activist, her
novels are often based on her personal
experiences and influenced by the political
environment of Latin America. She has
received Chile’s National Literature Prize in
2010, although she became an American citizen
in 1993. She is known for being politically
active and vocal about affairs in her country.
This novel spans decades and continents exploring themes of identity, abandonment, redemption and fate, but above all love
prevails. It mainly focuses on Alma Belasco, although it starts with an introduction to Irina Bazili a main character who
becomes Alma’s friend and carer at Lark House a senior residence in San Francisco, who attracts an assortment of more
eccentric elderly. Seth, Alma’s grandson with the help of Irina starts putting together their family history. They discover that
Alma has been having an affair on and off with a Japanese man her whole life.
Alma was sent to live with her relatives in 1939, as Poland starts falling under the shadow of the Nazis. Here she meets the
Japanese gardener’s son Ichimei Fukuda, as war starts for the world a wonderful and tender love affair starts between them.
With the bombing of Pearl Harbour though, he and his family is sent away to an internment camp in Utah. Although they are
forced apart by war and circumstances, their love will prevail for over 70 years by way of letters, gifts and infrequent
meetings.
The human heart is amazing in a world of increasing changes, enjoy!

I hope you all have a good weekend.
Continue to take care and be safe.
Warm regards
David de Korte
PRINCIPAL

