
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter #40 2019 
15 November 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 

We are now officially two-and-a-half weeks away from the end of the 2019 school year. However, before we get to the 

holidays there are still a number of exams that need to be written. So, let‟s keep that focus. 
 

I have again taken the opportunity of this newsletter to give you some feedback from the ICP Conference I attended in 

China. Today let me give you a summary of the presentation done by Professor Zhao Yong from the University of Kansas. He 

is originally from China but is now living and working in America.  

 

“THE TRAP OF GLOBAL BORROWING IN EDUCATION” 
 

Prof. Yong started with the statement „An education crisis is a terrible thing to waste’.  
 

Some of the things that he touched on really made me think. Like the thought that we have methods that seem to improve 

results, but may actually turn the child against the subject.  
 

An example would be piano lessons that involve hours of practise with little fun or variation. A pupils playing will improve, 

but at the possible cost of them hating the piano and stopping lessons as soon as they are given a choice to. 
 

The next disturbing fact that he shared via a table, showed that children have the highest level of creativity, laughter and 

questions at five years old. Sadly, this then enters a steady decline the more „schooling‟ they get and the decline continues 

into the work place. Fortunately, these indicators increase after retirement but we should not have to wait that long. 
 

The title of the talk was the main focus of his presentation and referred to developing countries simply „borrowing stuff‟ in 

education that works in say Finland and importing it into our country. The culture, context and resources are totally different 

but he also flagged the fact that every time we think there is something our children should be learning we simply add it to 

the syllabus without ever taking anything away. Here we are good at that, with the result that the amount of work to be 

covered just seems to grow each year.  
 

Another interesting thesis of his was around what we should be spending our time doing. He said it makes no sense to spend 

all our time trying to improve areas we are weak at, instead we should be focussing on growing our strengths and in his 

words „running away from what we are not good at‟. 

 

He ended his talk with the following statement: 
 

 ‘We need to stop borrowing the focus from other countries, we need to invent the future’. 

  



 
UNIFORM 

 

On about the third day of the exams all the teachers were commenting on the pupil‟s uniform and that in almost every exam 

venue there were children with incorrect uniform items. The next day we decided to see „how bad it actually was‟ and asked 

all teachers to do a check and send down a list of pupils incorrectly dressed. We were shocked when there were 64 pupils 

out of 604 on campus who were incorrectly dressed. We then gave everyone a day‟s grace and from the next day we kept 

the defaulters at school till 2 p.m. which is the exam ending time we could use [we choose to end at 1 p.m.]. On the next day 

we had just three uniform defaulters, two of which were not at school the previous day and one who had a note from his 

mother by the time he arrived at Detention. This just goes to show that our pupils do know what it looks like to wear our 

uniform correctly and sadly we do need to „police‟ this on an on-going basis. As parents you play a vital role in ensuring that 

your children leave home correctly dressed for school. If they do not have a uniform item, then they need a note from you 

to „cover‟ their broken shoes for example. 
 

I was reading in today‟s news that a recent study has confirmed that we are in the top three Countries in the World 

regarding our Gini Co-efficient. This is a measure of the gap between rich and poor. A school like ours is one of those places 

in our society where children come together, who come from these economically diverse family groups. We see on „civvies‟ 

days that children from well-resourced homes are able to arrive dressed in casual clothing, with all the “right” designer labels. 

Also they are able to „produce‟ new outfits each day. While a child from a poorly-resourced home will „run out‟ of cool 

outfits very quickly. Our school uniform is a way of „levelling the playing fields‟ at least for the time we are on campus 

engaged with „school‟. 
 

Another aspect of our school uniform is that it is our school „brand‟ and people (the general public), seeing our pupils, 

immediately identify them as Camps Bay pupils and based on their behaviour make a whole lot of „good or bad‟ assumptions 

about the school. So, wearing our uniform correctly and being proud of it is the way each one of our pupils promotes and 

markets our school in their world. Let‟s work together to be „proudly Camps Bay‟ by just looking smart in our uniform off 

campus, where we are really noticed.  

 
PRESIDENT'S AWARD 

 

Those wishing to sign up for President's Award for 2020 must please get the form from Ms Mobsby.  We will be arranging 

another "Adventurous Journey" down the Breede River next year - see attached the sign up forms at the end of this 

newsletter 

 
FAREWELL FOR MR. COLLIER 

 

Mr Collier, principal at Camps Bay Primary School has been advised by his WCED Circuit Manager to take some time off due 

to his ill health. Mrs Liesel Visagie, the Deputy Principal will be acting in his place.  The Human Resources Sub Committee of 

the Primary School SGB has identified and nominated a very good candidate to be Mr Collier's successor when he retires at 

the end of the year. The WCED is working hard to expedite and complete the process of the appointment of the new 

candidate. We wish Mr Collier some well-deserved rest and we look forward to the opportunity to wish him well in his 

retirement later in the year.  A special Assembly to say farewell to Mr Collier will be held in the Primary School Hall on 

Tuesday, 3 December 2019 at 10h30, for those parents wishing to say goodbye to Mr Collier. The Assembly will be 

followed by a tea.  
 

Unfortunately, due to space constraints we will not be able to open up this event to the high school learners.  
 

In addition, there will be a book left at reception at Camps Bay High School for parents and pupils to leave their messages to 

Mr Collier. You are also most welcome to leave a gift for him there, or if you would like to contribute towards a gift, you 

may leave cash in an envelope with your name and COLLIER FAREWELL on put it in the drop safe at reception. 

 
ANNUAL DANCE CAMP 

 

Once again Ms. Scarborough will be holding a Dance Camp at the end of term from 3rd - 4th December. The camp 

happens at school and the dancers will have the opportunity to attend four different dance workshops with guest teachers 

over the two days. This year we have classes in Lyrical Hip Hop, Hip Hop, Contemporary and Swing. Dancers will also get to 

just have FUN swimming, eating great food and watching movies. 
 

The camp is open to all dancers (who do Dance as a subject and an extra-mural) but preference is given to senior pupils first 

as space is limited. Forms can be collected from Ms. Scarborough at break times and need to be returned by 23 November. 

 
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW CAMPS BAY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

 

Camps Bay High School is in the process of establishing a new Alumni Association with the aim at being better about keeping 

our alumni in touch!   



 
 

We have made the decision to change the name to Camps Bay High School Alumni Association, which will be more inclusive 

and include any past pupils, teachers, staff, parents and friends of Camps Bay High School. 
 

The Alumni Association aims to assist Camps Bay High School with its undertakings, maintaining loyalty and promoting the 

school. 
 

Past Pupil and Head Prefect from 1989, Glen MacLachlan, is in the process of drafting a constitution for the Alumni 

Association which will hopefully be ratified early next year. 
 

Any monies raised from the Alumni Association will be used for the betterment of the school experience for its pupils - be it 

in the form of development at the school or providing scholarships for needy students. 
 

Under the guidance of Past Pupil, Cara Kahn, the Alumni Association will be introducing some exciting new events and 

activities which will create a real and meaningful spirit of community amongst our current and future alumni. 
 

Starting in 2020, we will be asking all our current pupils to make a voluntary contribution of R 50-00 per month towards the 

Alumni Association for which they will be able to reap the benefits when they leave school. 
 

In addition to the events and activities, we will be introducing Alumnet to all our current parents and our past pupils and 

staff.  This database management system has some exciting features which encourages networking amongst our Alumni. 
 

We do hope that all of our current parents will see the value that an extra R 50-00 per month can add to our school.   

 
RESOLUTIONS FROM THE BUDGET MEETING  

 

At the budget meeting on the 6 November 2019 the following resolutions were passed (SASA section 39, 40 and 41): 
 

 Camps Bay High School is a fee paying school and school fees have been determined and levied in accordance with 

the provisions of SASA section 39(1), 40 and 41 of the South African Schools Act. 
 

1. Compulsory annual school fees for 2020 is R 37 000.00 as adopted by the majority of parents at the budget 

meeting. (Agreed by SGB meeting on 12/09/2019) 
 

2. The above school fee is determined in terms of the above Act and is in relation or participation of the learner in the 

school programme as defined and approved by the parents. All other programmes or activities as defined and 

approved are not part of the school programme and are voluntary and carry an additional cost. 
 

3. School fees are payable in ADVANCE and are due on the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 
 

4. Payment options are:  Fees can be paid in full, OR  

Fees can be paid in 10 monthly EQUAL instalments from 31 January to 31 October 2020. 

 

5. If school fees are paid in full on or before 31 January 2020 then a discount of R 1 500.00 will be deducted from 

your child‟s annual school fees. 

 

6. If parents are in arrears with ONE instalment, then the FULL amount becomes due and payable immediately. 

 

 SBF attracts a 10% discount (per contract) on school fees 

 

 Agree Capex spend – R 1 557 000 

 

 Agree R 1 030 000 allocation for s38A payments to WCED teachers 

 

 Agree to repay loan from FNB earlier (2021) excess cash reserves to be ring-fenced for this purpose. 

 

 Agree voluntary contribution of R 500-00 per annum to start up CBHS Alumni Programme. 

 

Parents who would like to apply for Financial Assistance for 2020 must please collect a form from Denise Greyvensteyn in 

January 2020. 

 
2019 SCHOOL MAGAZINE FEATURES - ACROSS THE CAMPUSES & GENERATIONS 

 

Every year, we run a couple of regular feature in the school magazine.  If you have children who are currently (2019) spread 

across two or more campuses, OR if you, or your parent are a Past Pupil of Camps Bay High School, AND you have not 



 
been featured in this section in the past couple of years,  please get in touch with Carol van der Spuy 

on cvanderspuy@campsbayhigh.co.za so we can look at including you in this year‟s magazine.   

 
ORDERING 2019 CAMPS BAY HIGH SCHOOL MAGAZINES 

 

Due to escalating printing costs, this year we will need to charge for the school magazine, a practise that most schools 

do.  The cost per magazine is R 60-00 each.  This will be loaded to Karri for payment before the end of the year.  Magazines 

will only be issued to students in February 2020, and only to those students who have paid for them. 

 
CAMPS BAY HIGH SCHOOL REUNION CELEBRATIONS 

 

Camps Bay High School will be hosting reunion celebrations at the end of November. Please feel free to share with anyone 

you may know from those year groups. Tickets can be purchased on Webtickets. 
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THE LAST 3 WEEKS AHEAD: 

 

Mon,18 –  Fri, 22 Nov 2019:      Exams 
 

Mon, 25- Tues, 26 November 2019:   Last two days of exams 
 

Wednesday, 27 November 2019:    Pupils to check all exam papers 

              School closes at 1 p.m. 

              [Full school uniform] 
 

Thurs, 28 Nov 2019 – Tues, 3 Dec 2019:  Spectrum week run for all pupils by the   prefects. 

              School closes at 1 p.m. 

              [Pupils wear casual clothes] 
 

Wed, 4 Dec 2019:         Last day of term „movie day‟ 

              Reports issued at 11 a.m. 

              School closes 
 

Term 1 2020:           2020 starts on Wednesday, 15 January 2020 at 8 a.m. 

  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
David de Korte 

PRINCIPAL 



President's Award
Adventurous
Journey:
Breede River Trip

Those wishing to complete their Silver President's Award can
take advantage of this incredible opportunity to join fellow
classmates on this adventurous journey down the Breede
River with Felix Unite.
 
Students will depart Camps Bay High School in the school bus
on Friday, 28 February 2020 at 6.30am and return to Camps
Bay High School at approximately 8pm on Sunday, 1 March
2020.
 
Camps Bay High School teachers will accompany students on
the journey and all activities will be conducted under
supervision of Felix Unite's Expert River Guides.  
 
In accordance with President's Awards stipulations, pupils will
be responsible for preparing their meals as well other duties
around the campsite.  
 
Students are to bring their own sleeping bags and pillows.
 
Payment must be made via the Karri App - part payment
is permissible.
 
We are limited in terms of numbers - first come, first serve
basis.  Please return completed forms to Ms Mobsby to secure
your place on the trip.

Fri 28 Feb - Sun 1 Mar 2020:
 
R1 900 per pupil includes all
meals & transport to and
from Swellendam camp



SIGN UP FORM: 

President's Award Breede River Trip - 28 February to 1 March 2020
 

Please fill in this form as well as the attached form from Felix Unite. 

 

 

STUDENT NAME: __________________________________________________________________

 

GRADE: ________________________________________________________________________

 

PARENT NAME: ___________________________________________________________________

 

PARENT CONTACT CELL NO: _________________________________________________________

 

PARENT EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT (NAME & NUMBER): ______________________________________________

 

 

I give permission for my child to participate in this trip.

 

As such, I acknowledge I am aware of:

Risks including but not limited to slips, falls, pinches, scrapes, twists, jolts, scratches, bruises, sprains,

lacerations, fractures, concussions, or even more severe injuries. 

Potential hazards associated with travel to and from Swellendam.

Possible contact with plants, animals, or insects that could result in stings, allergic reactions, and associated

diseases.

 

Further, I confirm I have provided:

Appropriate and available emergency contact information for the duration of  the trip and travel hours.

 

I acknowledge that the fee payable for the President's Award Breede River Trip is R1 900.00 and that the full

amount must be paid by 10 February 2020 via the Karri App. 

 

 

 

Signed at _______________________ on this ______ day of _________________________ 2019.

 

 

 

Authorising Signature of Parent or Guardian: _____________________________________________



1900 - 001

Camps Bay High School
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YOUTH EMPOWERMENT SEMINAR (YES!) for teens (13 -18 years) 

 

 
 

Both fun and challenging, YES! Is a dynamic life skill educational program that provide young adults with a comprehensive and 

holistic set of tools to reach their full potential as students, leaders and community members. In addition to innovative 

breathing techniques for stress management and well-being, the YES! Curriculum is based in mindfulness, positive psychology, 

social-emotional learning, character development and Yoga. The curriculum is taught in engaging way that appeals to 

teenagers. They are also empowered to take more responsibility and further develop an attitude of service towards others, 

caring for their community and country. 

  



 
Why YES? 

 

Just as physical education takes care of physical health, our modern education system needs to address young adult‟s mental 

health and well-being. The problems faced by teenagers are many: Peer Pressure, Academic pressures, eating disorders, 

substance abuse (drugs and alcohol), depression etc. 
 

Pilot research findings suggest that the processes learned on YES! reduce anxiety, depression, violence and addictive patterns, 

while improving focus, clarity of mind and concentration.  
 

YES! is an opportunity to improve student academic performance by giving access to a stress-free mind. Students can expect 

improved relationships with parents, teachers and peers. In addition, thanks to lowered stress levels students retain 

information easier when reading and studying which in turn improves their ability to take tests and exams. 

 
Course details   28.11. -01.12.19 

 

Time:     Thu. & Fri. 17:00 – 21:00, Sat. 14:00 -18:00, Sun.  9:00 -13:00 
 

Venue:     AOL City Bowl Centre, Unit 104, Dunkley House, 32 Barnet Street, Gardens, 8001 CT 
 

Cost:      R 650-00 
 

Contact:    Sabine Weihe (sabine@artofliving.org.za) Phone: 0760918582 
 

Teacher:    Gerlinde & Mukesh Vassen,  
 

Assistant:    Sabine Weihe,  
 

Registration:   https://www.artofliving.org/za-en/program/2476 

 
The Art of Living (AOL) is one of the largest volunteer based organization in the world. It is operating in more than 156 

countries, founded in 1981 by the world-renowned humanitarian and spiritual teacher Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. His vision and 

mission is a stress and violence free society. The main goal is to serve society by strengthening the individual. Finding peace 

within oneself and to unite people of different cultures, traditions, religions and nationalities. 
 

The AOL offers numerous highly effective educational and self-development programs. In addition to these courses the AOL 

is working in collaboration with The International Association for Human Values (IAHV) and in special consultative status 

with the United Nations Social and Economic Council, has successfully implemented numerous humanitarian projects and 

service initiatives including conflict resolution programs, disaster relief, sustainable rural development, empowerment of 

women, prisoner rehabilitation and environmental sustainability. 
 

Further information: www.artofliving.org/za-en/yes 

 
 

GARDEN FLAT in Three Anchor Bay to rent. 
 

It is suitable for one person only. 
 

Available immediately.  Non-smoker, no pets. 
 

This sunny, well- lit flat is fully alarmed, burgled-proofed with a parking bay behind remote-controlled gates. 
 

Private access.  It`s self -contained, fully furnished and has a double bedroom  

with plenty of cupboards; kitchenette, dinette and lounge open plan.  

Bathroom: shower, hand basin and toilet. DSTV is available.   

It opens onto a spacious patio through sliding doors into a garden with some sea view.  

Linen is not supplied nor laundered. It is serviced fortnightly.  
 

References needed. 
 

On the MyCiti bus route; 

It is within walking distance of the Waterfront. 

 

To make an appointment to view, please call mobile 083-701-8430. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP THIS DECEMBER HOLIDAY 
 

Duration: Tuesday 10th – Thursday 13th December 2019 

  

DLPHOTO is offering students interested in pursuing photography as a career or as a hobby a hands-on 3-day 

workshop in photography, open to all ages, from entry level upward, for the duration of Tuesday 10th – 

Thursday 13th December School Holidays. 

  

GUESS WHAT… 

  

• We provide you with all the camera gear required to do this course should you not have your 

own camera. (thereafter, you will be confident in making the correct decisions and choices in the 

buying process at a later stage to meet your needs). 

 

• This course is practical and hands on, covering all the short cuts and secrets to ensure you leave 

with a smile and confidence to move forward in this direction. 

 

• There are no pre requests for this course. 

 

• On completion, all students will receive a certification endorsed by DLPHOTO STUDIOS. 

  

PROGRAMME 

  

This is your opportunity to enhance your skills, in studio and outdoors under the guidance & experience David 

Lazarus. 

 

http://david-lazarus.com/ 

  

  

TUESDAY 10th December 

 

10.30 – 1.30pm 

 

• Career opportunities in photography through exploring the various genres and dealing with the 

right people in the industry. 

 

• What you should be charging for your services depending on the job enquiry. 

 

• Building your portfolio and how to market yourself in the industry through social media and web-

based options for exposure. 

 

• The correct way of approaching “a job request” and dealing with a client. 

 

• What camera you need and the lens/lenses you require to do the job effectively without breaking 

the bank. Advice about quality and choice of equipment. 

 

• The cost of camera gear and where you should be shopping for the best deal according to your 

budget. 

 

• How to use the camera in MANUAL MODE from the start – ISO>Shutter speed>Aperture 

 

• Understanding metering and depth of field. 

 

• Different quality formats for different purposes when setting up your camera (RAW verses Jpeg). 

 

• Composition that works for different subjects and the techniques to improve your eye and 

confidence. 

 

• How to direct and proceed with a job professionally to avoid stress and problems from the start. 

  

  

http://david-lazarus.com/


 
WEDNESDAY 11th December 

 

10.30 – 1.30pm 

 

• Setting up your flash to achieve the best results indoor. 

 

• Your pop-up flash verses the Speedlight option and the different results. 

 

• Using transmitters and receivers with your off camera Speedlight in studio. 

 

• Different lighting set ups for in studio using the Speedlight for different effects and desired results. 

 

• How to use natural light in studio. 

 

• What is required to set up a studio; permanent, or portable. 

 

• The cost of Speedlight flashes and accessories and where you should be shopping for the best deal 

according to your budget. 

  

THURSDAY 12th December 

 

10.30 – 1.30pm 

 

• Outdoor location- a field trip to assess and determine the level of understanding from modules 

sessions 1,2 and 3. 

 

• Composition, focal points and the importance of lighting to take a good photograph. 

 

• Assess and advice to improve your skills and performance covered. 

 

DETAILS 

OPENINGS       (Students only - ages 14+) 

COST PER STUDENT:         R 3 600.00 Inclusive 

CLOSING DATE:                  Monday 11th November 2019 

VENUE:                                 DLPHOTO STUDIO. UBIT 202. 79 ROELAND STREET. GARDENS 

REGISTRATION:     mail dave@dlphoto.co.za for details 

CONTACT:  DAVID LAZARUS 079 7772 772 (during office hours) 

Additional courses and workshops online https://dlphoto.co.za/ 

  

dave@dlphoto.co.za
https://dlphoto.co.za/


 
 

 


