
Chairman’s Report for the School Governing Body presented by Colin Harvey (Chairman) 

at “Celebration” held at Camps Bay High School on Thursday, 11th October 2018 at 18h30 
 

Mr and Mrs de Korte, Mr and Mrs Mostert, Special Guests, Head Prefect Thimna Tibisono, Deputy Head 

prefects Caleb Thetard and Ben Heather - Clarke, Chairman of the RCL Katelyn Harvey, the great 

teachers of this institution, pupils and parents of Camps Bay High, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 

Tonight it gives me great pleasure to address you all on behalf of the SGB at this our “annual celebration” 

which is truly the highlight of our school calendar. This event seems to capture the energetic, creative, 

caring, and I believe unique spirit that is truly Camps Bay High School. 
 

We gather here to recognise, celebrate and acknowledge the talents and achievements of our pupils 

who have excelled in the wide range of subject choices as well as the diverse cultural, sporting and extra 

curricula activities offered by our school. 
 

The pupils are led and taught by a team of dedicated, capable and passionate teachers and support staff 

who, as you will see, have once again put together another splendid event. On behalf of the school and 

SGB I thank you one and all, for your involvement, time and commitment in creating this very special 

event tonight. At this point I would like to make special mention and thank the Sound and Lighting crew for 

the many dedicated hours they have put into this evening, somehow every year there thanks just seems to 

fall between the cracks! Thank you! 
 

The Governing Body plays a vital role within the school and it can make or break a schools ability to 

perform and succeed. The SGB represents the voice of the parents and is a very vital structure which 

provides support to the school and its management team. 

A cohesive SGB team makes a real difference to a school’s ability to perform and deliver. It has been my 

pleasure to be part of and lead an energetic, highly motivated and efficient Governing Body again this year, 

which is made up of dedicated parents, teachers, support staff and pupils, in keeping with the constitution 

of the School Governing Body Act, which governs and guides all of our proceedings. 

 
The Composition of the SGB (as per the Constitution of South Africa and that of the 

Western Cape Education Department) is made up as follows: 
 

 Werner Thetard (Deputy Chair), 

 Brian Williams (Treasurer), 

 Juma Makwela, 

 Janine Thetard (Discipline), 

 Amanda Titus, 

 Michele Harvey (Special Projects), 

 Wendy Foster (Parent Liaison Body), 
 

and with co-opted members: 
 

 Alten Hulme, 

 Sergio Yesca 

 and then myself, representing the parent body; 
 

 David de Korte (our Principal), 

 Louis Mostert (Deputy Principal), 

 Janet Burger, (representing the teacher body and academic staff); 

 Victor van Heerden, (Representing the non-academic staff); 



 Head prefect Thimna Tibisono, 

 Deputy Head prefects Ben-Heather Clark and Caleb Thetard, 

 Katelyn Harvey as Chair of the RCL (representing the pupils), 
  

as well as staff in supporting roles on the SGB who  include: 

 Carol van de Spuy (Marketing), 

 Lynette Olivier (Bursar). 

 

The Governing Body through its committee and varying sub-committees oversee the policies, curriculum, 

teaching, learning, buildings, facilities, finances, discipline and address a multitude of other issues that are 

brought to the attention of the Governing Body. We believe at Camps Bay High School that the senior 
leaders in the school are to be recognised at the highest level and therefore we encourage 

the Head Prefects and the RCL Chair to attend all of our meeting’s and join in all the discussions and to 

bring any point of issue to this forum, from the greater school body. 
 

I am extremely proud of their inclusion and the open manner in which these SGB meetings are held and I 

am always impressed with the level of maturity and leadership qualities, these leaders show in our 

meetings. We value enormously their enthusiastic participation which is done with candour, integrity and 

genuine interest in all our discussions. This year has been no exception and the pupil leaders have done 

CBHS proud and we are a richer school for having their voices heard. 
 

I am truly indebted to ALL the members of the Governing Body for the time, commitment, 
professionalism, dedication and effort put into the school and thank you all for your committed support in 

making this year another success. 

 
The School Year in Review: 

 

The number of enlisted pupils in the school for this year 2018 is 730 pupils 
 

It is estimated that this number will increase for 2019 to 750 pupils. 
 

 I should emphasis at this point that the Governing Body and School Management Team are committed 
to keeping the number of pupils to below 30 pupils per class. 

 

 The number of teachers currently employed at the school is 44. 

The WCED-appointed teachers who are paid for by the WCED is 19, 

the SGB employed teachers who are paid for by parent body totals 25. 
 

 Admin staff totals 12. 
 

 Vic and The Estate Management Staff are 13. 
 

 The number of students from Camps Bay High on overs seas exchanges this year were: 
o Italian Tour 30 

o Nepal  11 

o Bali  13 
 

 The number of visiting overseas pupils on exchange from Italy were 32. 
 

 Some two weeks ago the school celebrated the Sport and Cultural awards, I must make mention that 

this too was a fantastic event. Congratulations and well done to all those that received awards. 
 



 CBHS currently receives 27 scholarship sponsorships from “Students for a Better Future”. Other 
schools that enjoy sponsorship are Rondebosch, SACS, Hershell, Westerford, Rustenberg and Bishops. 

 

 Possibly the true measure of our success is the 100 % pass rate we achieved for our 2017 Matric Year 

making this the 4thyear in a row. 
 

 A substantial achievement, that of Mr David De Korte who is now the National President of the South 

African Principals Association. 

 
Projects and Initiative’s Completed by the School Management Team, SGB and Parents for 

the Year Ending 2018: 
 

As is the case in most schools, fundraising allows the school to attend to the projects which are the nice to 

have’s and not always essential, but they contribute to the very essence of a successful school which is not 

always tangible but is just present and a sense of a system that is working well. This year we have been very 

fortunate to have the ongoing support and commitment from many parents in several areas which has 

improved our campus and added value to the pupil’s and teachers lives. 

 

 Gazebo’s Project 
 

At the start of this year an urgent plea went out to parents for cash donations to purchase gazebo’s to be 

used on the sports field for athletics and around the pool for swimming and at water polo as the drought 

had brought with it prolonged scorching temperatures and shade was urgently need. Colleen Stoltzman, 

understanding the time limitations and urgent need send out a WhatsApp plea to parents and within 24 

hours we raised just under R10 000 , we are now proud owners of quality branded gazebo’s which have 

been a huge asset to the school. To all the parents who responded at such short notice to the request for 

shade, thank you to each one of you. 

 

 Gardens and Tree Staking Project 
 

The school gardens are an important part of our focus and make an important first impression to all who 

pass by or enter our premises. They also are an important aspect of the environment to pupils and 

teachers and contribute to their well-being. A special mention to Colleen Stoltzman who raised R 15 000 

to re –staked our trees to ensure they could withstand the relentless South Easter and continue to flourish 

and offer gorgeous foliage and shade in years to come. This was only made possible with the generous 

donations from parents. Each tree now carries a plaque with inspiring quotes and messages from the donor 

families. Do take a moment to read them they are truly inspiring and touching. I would like to take moment 

to thank the donor families, Colleen, Dalia, Vic and his staff as well as Delia Kaplan for a tremendous job 

and sterling efforts. 

 

 Fan Project 
 

The summer heat continued to impose itself in the classrooms and the parent liaison body guided by the 

teachers decided to drive a fundraiser to add additional fans to the classrooms. This project was driven by 

Wendy Foster and in total the parent body donated just under R20 000 which saw the purchase of wall 

mounted fans These has made a huge difference to the pupils and teachers comfort. We thank Wendy for 

her diligent coordination efforts of this project and to all the parents who delivered fans or contributed 

cash to the purchase of fans. A Big thank you. 
 

Please note: further fans are needed and this is an ongoing project should any family wish to contribute 

please contact Wendy who will ensure your donation is used for the cooling of the classrooms. 

 



 The Matric Wardrobe Project 
 

Each year the matric dance brings with it excitement as well as anxiety for a lot of learners due to the 

financial cost of the event to pupils and their families. The majority of the expense is the dresses, suits, 

shoes, accessories the pupils need to buy or hire for the event. The Matric Wardrobe was started as a 

CBHS charity drive by a parent Camilla Bernal, a couple of years ago and run with the help of 

Anneke Bright our Librarian. 
 

Earlier this year the SGB embraced this project and offered assistance and further support to this 

initiative, Camilla was joined by her friend Elana Fabian and the two have together grown the project to 

new heights, culminating in the Sorbet Group running a national campaign for The Matric Wardrobe for 

Mandela Day. 
 

Due to the tremendous response it was possible for The Matric Wardrobe to dress Matric’s boys and 

girls from head to toe with clothes shoes and accessories all of which has been generously donated from 

around the world, this all for CBHS Matric dance. Camilla and Elana also set up a “Feel Good”/Glam-Up 

workshop for our Matric pupils this year with the help of sponsors like Lancôme and have rolled this out 

to other schools with the further sponsorship from Wonderbra as well as The Sorbet group and 

Cosmetix. Camilla and Elana are very experienced in the field of fashion and beauty as they were 

both international models and have fronted many fashion and beauty campaigns over the years. 
 

This week the Matric Wardrobe has dressed some of the 42 Matric Girls at Silikamva High School in 

Imizamo Yethu, Hout Bay, for their Matric Dance 
 

The hope for the Matric Wardrobe at CBHS is to help the school run a dress rental to anyone and 

everyone who needs a dress or suit for a special occasion as a fundraising initiative for the school, and 

Camilla and Elana are currently busy cataloguing over 600 dresses and as well as suits in a dedicated space 

we have allocated as a school to this wonderful project. 
 

To Camilla and Elana, thank you for your efforts and putting Camps Bay High out there! 

 

 Marketing 
 

The Marketing and Public relations of Camps Bay Prep, Primary and High School continues to thrive and 

gain massive increased exposure on social media and Newspapers through the wonderful efforts and 

abilities of Carol van de Spuy who is a parent and since June this year has joined us as Marketing Manager 
for all 3 schools. 

 

Facebook has grown steadily since April with followers increasing on an exponential bases month on 

month. In just three months our page has just over 2900 followers and counting! 
 

When comparing our page to schools in the area, Camps Bay High School has been in the Top 5 Schools 

for Engagement of Facebook Posts for the past 4 months and this week hit the number one spot, followed 

by Milnerton High School, Springfield Convent, SACS and Pinelands. 
 

Instagram was launched at the end of July and now has 453 followers, mostly students or recently 

graduated students. From the 253 posts over this time period, our impressions (hits) stand at just over 

106000, averaging a reach of just on 2 800 people per month. Parents, please make every effort if you are 

on social media to join and follow our platforms for the latest news. 
 

In terms of media coverage, the school has been featured in the Atlantic Sun, The People's Post, 

News24.com, and the Front page of the Weekend Argus, amongst others. 
 

http://news24.com/


Carol has a wealth of experience in Marketing at an executive level and if these results are anything to go 

by we Camps Bay High School will benefit hugely from her continued efforts. 
 

We give special thanks to the following parents who have contributed hours of their time and effort to 

CBHS. These parents have taken up the challenge to assist and this is what gives our school the special 

spirt that we call “The Camps Bay Way”. 

 

These are:- 
 

 Janine Thetard who has generously gives of her time to help Teva and the CBHS Dance Faculty as a 
qualified SABOD teacher, with the beginner dance classes, as well as assisting with rehearsals for 

tonight’s Celebration performances. Janine also organised with the help of John Morrison, who is a 

parent and owns and runs Quepasa Dance Studio specialising in salsa and swing to come and help run a 

formal dance session, for the Matrics this to teach them the opening Waltz for 2018. Werner Thetard I 

am also told assisted at this session and added a real dynamic energy to the afternoon lesson and carved 

up the dance floor proving he is as good on the dance floor as he is on a surf board. Go Werner! These 

sessions held for the pupils inspired so many pupils to learn to dance the classic pieces and according to 

David “the opening Waltz at the Matric Dance was one of the highlights of the evening and was 

wonderful to watch the pupils take to the dance floor with such confidence and ability”. Well done! 
 

 Thank you to Carol Bysshe and Helen Byrnes, who ran the Library for one week so Anneke Bright 
could take long leave to complete a lifelong dream to walk the Camino Trail with her husband Greg. 

 

Parents who have been involved in coaching various sports at the school include: 
 

1. Sergio Yesca – Soccer 

2. Stephen Symons – Rugby 

3. Scott Hewett – Hockey 

4. William Kemp – Basketball 

5. Kirsten Engelbreacht – Swimming 

6. Robert Williamson – Cricket. 

7. Sharon Kearney – Squash 

 

Many of you may not be aware of the fact that Matric exams require a set of dedicated parents to assist 

teaching staff in invigilating of exams which is run under very strict conditions and in a very control 

environment. This year our thanks go to: 
 

1. Berna Howell 

2. Heather Holtman 

3. Karen Phelan 

4. Melissa Pearce 

5. Janine Bloomberg. 

 

A special mention and thanks must go again to Janine Bloomberg who participated in countless initiatives, 

sourcing of goods, giving of her time so generously as well as helping with various fundraising initiatives. 
 

Lastly to the Matric dance committee and Grade 11 Fashion Show parents who dedicated hours and hours 

to ensure these events were a success, thank you! 

 
  



Brian Williams 
 

Brian is the keeper of the purse at Camps Bay High School which he has done as the school’s financial 

officer for 7 years with help of his team Lynette Olivier and Denise Greyvensteyn. Brian decided to 

continue to serve the school despite his son Warren having matriculated some 3 years ago from Camps 

Bay High school. The job Brian fills is relentless, demanding and requires daily visits to school and hours of 

budget preparations and financial modelling. The finances for the new build have been under his watchful 

eye and no school can operate without the solid and capable financial skills that Brian brings to the table. 

Brian your financial acumen and diligence and keeping us all on tight leashes has made this year another 

huge success. We thank you for your dedication and time. 

 
 Building and Grounds 

 

As per my report last year, on the planning board, had been the addition of 6 new classrooms and 2 new 

biology / science laboratories this to be built as an extension to the Art wing. It was envisaged that this 

project will be completed by June 2018. As you are aware, behind me and above me is the soon to be 

completed project including the two new laboratories and 6 classrooms. This due for completion 15th 

November 2018 (some 4 weeks away). 
 

The impact of this new build budgeted for includes the relocation of the old home economics room into 

the history room and the old biology laboratory. What hasn’t yet been decided it what happens to the 

existing home economics room and this can either become a new gym or a new boys changing room, this 

allowing for the existing change room at the pool to be demolished, making way for the Tuck Shop to be 

enlarged with windows overlooking the pool area. Remember at this time we would’ve taken on an 

additional students and would possibly require a larger Tuck Shop. 

 
Build and Video – Play Video 

 
Projects in Planning and Going Forward Into 2019 Are:- 

 

 Strategy Session - this has been held and has been driven by Werner Thetard and facilitated by Stuart 

Heather Clark. To this end the final meetings and consolidation of ideas will be formulated by year end 

with implementation into 2019 once finalised. 
 

 Numerous discussions and financial modelling has been done around PV panels to CBHS’s roof. 

Preliminary financial modelling indicates that the school is able to generate in excess of 260,000 kilowatt 

hours. In essence, the annual electricity spend at our school is R380, 000 per year without PV Panels. 

With PV panels, it will be R80, 000 per annum with annual savings of R300, 000 per year. This payback 

period on a self-funding model will be 4 to 5 years. Accumulated revenue over a 25 year period could 

be as much as R20 million. This is in its final stages and is yet to be approved by the SGB and WCED. 
 

 Upgrade of Home Economics Room. 
 

 Covering of the Pool – Aquatic Centre. 
 

 Security – Fencing of School Facility. 

 
  



What Is the Future Sport – Offering; Are We Offering Too Much? 
 

- Mountain Biking 

- Aquatic Centre 

- Astroturf for hockey or soccer – benefits water, maintenance, school offering. 
 

 Marketing of facilities – dedicated marketing team. 
 

 These are open ended and a couple of ideas have been discussed by the SGB. 

 
Our AGM 2018 

 

It is customary for a school such as ours to hold an annual AGM and Budget meeting where more details of 

the above mentioned projects and spend will be available for review. May I take this opportunity to invite 

you and more importantly encourage you all to attend the important meeting on 14th November 2018 

at 18h30? In addition to this you will be able to tour our new facility as mentioned before. 

 
At the End of This Year We Will Say Farewell to the Following People: 

 

Alten Hulme 
 

To an officer and a gentleman, Alten Hulme has served the SGB as member for 4 years with the last one 

serving as a co-opted member in order to see the new build completed and delivered and this to exacting 

standards. Alten is a consummate professional and a superb engineer who has offered insight guidance and 

professional skills to the team ensuring the delivery of a superb finished product. Alten, thank you for giving 

of your time despite running your own successful and busy professional Engineering Business. Your clear 

thinking, planning skills and technical knowhow have added hugely to this magnificent build. We thank you 

for making the dream become a reality which will be enjoyed and enrich the lives of so many pupils and 

teachers for years to come! 

 

William Caywood 
 

Loved is a strong word when choosing to describe the affections and emotions felt by a school and its 

pupils past and present and well as staff towards a teacher, but frankly it is the only one that suits this 

occasion. 
 

William Caywood, aka “Brad”, has been a teacher, mentor, travel guide and performer at Camps Bay High 

School for 37 Years. This means William Caywood started at CBHS just months after I matriculated from 

this school in 1980 which is a life time of service. William has successfully and with great diligence held the 

position of Head of Afrikaans, Head of Culture, has been involved in all the sports, including water polo, 

squash, rugby and music. 
 

However it is Williams skills, passion and artistic talents which have helped create a Performing Arts 

department well recognized by the Department, competitive schools, parents and fellow teachers. 
 

William is no small personality! He is vibrant and upbeat and always able to brighten up anyone’s day. He 

sees all the pupils at Camps Bay High Past and present as his PERSONAL responsibility and family. He 

regularly goes beyond the call of duty to look after and care for the well-being of “his children” 
 

William’s passion for travel and his deep love and connection to Thailand has seen him lead many school 

trips to this his second home. Many pupils have had the chance to experience Thailand through Williams’s 

eyes and becoming ever richer for it. 



 

William - for everything you have done and for all the lives you have enriched – we thank you. 

 

Michele Harvey 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to also thank Michele Harvey who has unreservedly served the SGB of 

Camps Bay High school for 13 Years. During this time she has initiated and delivered countless projects 

and fundraisers. While many of these projects can be seen in the halls, on the walls and around the campus 

of the school, a large portion of her dedicated, countless hours to the school can be found in documents, 

policies, etc. including correspondence with City Departments and the Ward Sub-council. Michele has been 

my right hand in supporting me in my role as chairman as well as to the SGB committee and her 

contribution to the school will live on for many years to come. Michele, my thanks to you to you for all 

you have done, this from me and on behalf of the SGB for your tireless efforts. 
 

A school such as ours needs the involvement of the parents and guardians to get involved. We cannot 

achieve the projects and activities which continue to improve and add value to the educational 

environment and the experience of our pupils and staff at our school without you. So I challenge you to 

please step forward and get involved! 

 
To the Executive Teaching Committee of Camps Bay High School: 

 

The School Governing Body wishes to take thank David and Louis for their unwavering commitment and 

leadership. Both of you are responsible for the ethos of this caring establishment. You allow the pupils to 

be the very best they can be and you provide encouragement to all students in the pursuit of their 

passions. More importantly, you allow each individual a safe space to find and be themselves. 
 

Our thanks also go to, Mrs Cronje, Mr Jenneke, Mr Caywood, Mr Nyathi, Mr Robbertze, and Mr van 

Heerden, who sit on the executive committee and have spent many hours and I mean many hours serving 

the school. 

 
To the Teaching Body at Camps Bay High School: 

 

We are an excellent school and enjoy a ranking in Allan Grays top 100 Schools “Circle of Excellence” in 

South Africa! 
 

This measured on the following criteria: 

 Top Academics 

 Balanced Curriculum including sport and culture 

 Offers a Diverse school experience 
 

And this is largely due to the exceptional group of passionate, energetic, committed, well educated, diverse 

teachers who add enormous value to the classrooms in this our vibrant school. Thank you. 

 
To the Support Staff at Camps Bay High School: 

 

We are blessed with a team of hard working and dedicated “go to” support staff who tirelessly ensure the 

estate and facilities run smoothly and with whose help we could not be without. We as the School 

Governing Body acknowledge, appreciate and celebrate tonight all the staff for a job well done and thank 

you to all. 

 
  



Then, to the Matric’s Class of 2018: 
 

You are all gathered here tonight having completed 12 years of schooling. You have formed strong bonds 

and friendships and you have left your mark as a grade. Please continue to work diligently for the Matric 

exams as these are possibly the most important exams you’ll ever write. So much of your future rides on 

these results. 
 

I am confident you leave Camps Bay High School with the ethos and values instilled in you by our talented 

staff, your families and your own intuition. You have gained life skills which will serve you for years to 

come. 

 
Finally in the words of Joyce Di Donato, (of the Juilliard School) 

 

"One of the greatest gifts you can give yourself, right here, right now, in this single, solitary, monumental moment 

in your life, is to decide, without apology, to commit to the journey and not the outcome." 

 

Lastly, the Governing Body wishes all the staff and students well and congratulates each one of you on your 

achievements! 

 

Thank You! 
 

Colin Harvey 

School Governing Body Chair 

Camps Bay High School 

Celebration Report-2018 


